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CHAPTER XIII.

THE MISSION IN BENAEES.

THE two keys of the North-western Provinces are
Benares and Allahabad. Had the enemy been victo-
rious in either place, the result would have been in
the highest degree calamitous to the country. For a
few days Allahabad, with the exception of the fort,
was in the hands of "the rebels; but the energy of
Colonel Neil was more than a match for the foe, and
he soon regained complete command of the position,
though contending against great odds. Benares was
saved miraculously. It was there demonstrated what
a clear head, combined with heroism, could do. On
looking back at the events of the memorable 4th of
June, when three regiments of native troops, one of
infantry of the line, one of Sikhs, and one of cavalry,
were worsted and ignominiously routed, and were
driven from the station in mad confusion and in hot
haste, to save their forfeited lives, as though pursued
by bands of furies; and on reflecting that this won-
derful result was effected by one hundred and eighty
brave British soldiers, I am ever lost in bewilderment
at the circumstance, and find myself unable to under-